Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


lfrE<:;  OFFIGE  OF  INFORMATION,  AND  EXTENSION  SERVICE. 


March  30,  1939. 

LIGHT  LAUNDERING-  BEST  FOR 
CREASE-RESISTANT  FABRICS 

Fabrics  that  have  "been  specially  treated  to  develop  crease  resis- 
tance must  lie  carefully  washed.    Like  silk  or  wool,  they  should  "be  laundered 
in  lukewarm  water,  with  neutral  soap.     Severe  laundering  methods,  using  very 
hot  water  and  strong  soap  or  soda,  will  destroy  much  of  their  ability  to  re- 
sist wrinkles,   says  ,  at 

(Name)  (Title)  ( Institution) 

The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

 says,  recently  tested  the  permanence  of  crease-resistant 

treatment  for  about  20  different  wash  fabrics  — linens,  cottons,  and  rayons. 
Some  were  plain  colored  and  some  were  printed.    Most  of  them  showed  very 
little  fading  at  the  end  of  the  experiment,  and  the  linens  and  cottons  shrank 
less  than  2  percent.    The  rayons  shrank  up  to  6  percent. 

One  set  of  samples  was  given  very  severe  laundering  in  a  washing 
machine,  with  hot  water,   soap,  and  sal  soda.    They  were  dried  by  ironing  while 
damp  without  pushing  or  pulling  the  iron.     This  process  was  repeated  for  a 
total  of  5  washings  and  5  ironings.     Then  another  set  of  samples  was  laundered 
in  lukewarm  water  with  neutral  soap,  by  squeezing  and  working  the  fabric  in 
the  suds,  without  rubbing.     They  were  rinsed  in  warm,   then  in  cool  water,  hung 
in  the  shade  to  dry,  and  pressed.     The  rayon  crease-resistant  fabrics  could  be 
ironed  on  the  wrong  side  while  damp,  with  a  medium  hot  iron.    Linen  needed 
slight  dampening.     Special  care  in  the  method  of  laundering  cottons  was  not  so 
important. 
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